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PREFACE

The role of tha Negro in American History has besn welghtsd by
ha millatonss of myth and stereotype, Reallizing the oritical defli-
lencies in this fleld a seminar study under the direction ef Fr,
harles O0"Nelll wae instituted in the fall semester ef 19656, The
sults of the work of that seminar eoffer tha basis for eur sscond
surnal .

As in a seminar its work is self-limiting if its results gather
ust in desk drawers, The Committee on Publloations, realizing the
ital nature of the work in the fiesld of Negro history, dedicates
his issue of the LUSHA Journal teo thea work of our peers in this
red, We Teal that the articles pressnted hare will be of great
value to student and professor alike., The papears presentad here
treat the Negro as an intellesctual, a historian, a legalist, and a
lsocial being., In our estimatien they will becoms a valuable additlen
te ths historiography of the American Negro,

A.B.H,
H.M. M.
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SEGREGATION IN EDUCATION-THE SUPREME COURT EVOLUTION
Submitted by:

Harold Messmer, Jr, *

In the case of Dred Scott v, Sandford Chlef Justice Tanesy sald:

The gquestion is simply this: can a Negro, whose ancestors
were imported into this country and sold as slaves, bacome
a membar of the political community formed and brought into
existence by the Constitution of the Unlted States, and as
such become entitled to all the rights, and privileges, and
immunities, guarantead by that instrument te the clitizen....

‘he framers of the Declaration of Independ=nce, Tansy soncluded, per-
"sctly understood the language they used. They knew "that 1t weuld not,
:n any part of the olvilirzed world, be supposed to embrace the Negro
-ace,; which, by common nnnunt: had been excluded from clvilized govern-
ients, and doomed to slmverry.® The doctrines and princliples established
than were 1n the ordinary language of the day and no ons misunderstood
them, Taney held. “The unhappy black race wers separated from the white
o2y indelible marks, and laws long before Eltlblﬁlh-ld, and weres never

thougttl. of or -spoken of wrxovept as propert¥...."

The decision in this case indicates rather lucidly the attitude of
the Supreme Court to the status of the Negro prior to the Ciril War,
But thies holocaust and the subsequent passage of the Thirteenth, Four-
teenth, and Fifteenth Amsndments set the judicial stage anew. An era of
evolution was now in grnaunn affecting the relationship of the Negro to
tha judicial branch of the United States. This paper will consider only
one of the several forms of this fudicial esvolution--segregation in sdu-
cation. To begin a study of the Supreme Court decision on discrimination
in education it is necessary to understand the construction and subse-=
quent interpretation of the Pourteenth Amendment, especially the all-
important “"squal protection clause.™ Conssgquantly, before considering
the seven primary decisions which concern segregation and uduuii:m,

one should trace the court's action in the Slaughterhouse El!! s Eha
Sivl] Rights Cases-’, and especlally in the Plessy v, Fergusson® ocase,
The Slsughterhoure  Cager embodisd the Tirst judicial interpreta=
tlon of the privileges and immunities clauses of the new Fourteenth
Amendment., A group of independent buotchers in the city of New Orleans
challenged the constitutionality of a Slaughterhouse monopoly law passed

by the reconstruoction lsglslsture of Louislana, This was a challenge
based on the Thirteenth Amendment as well as the privileges and immunities,

Mr., Messmer ie the president of LUSHA, Alpha Sigma Nu, & membar of
Alghl Delta Gamma BSocial Fraternity, Blue Key National Honor Fraternity,
and a representative on the Student Council. He will pursus studies

At New York University School of Law as Root-Tildan Fsllow beginning

in the fall of 1967,




b1,

dus process, and equal protection clauses of the Fourteenth llﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂht.
However, the Court gave most attentlon to the immunities clause,

Counsel for the buteherzs argued that the immunities clause had
radically altered federal-state relations: "The States in their closest
connection with the members of the state have been placed decr the
oversight and restraining and enforcing hand of Congress," The phrase
"privileges and immunities® was argued to apply to all persons, whether
a former slave or not, within the boundaries of the state,

Mr. Justice Miller, speaking for the Court of Chief Justice Salmon
P. Chase, replied by referring in prologue fashion, to the Civil War,
saying, ®"In that struggle slavery, as a legalized soclal relation
perished.®” And, speaking of the amendments, he added that

ssnsef0 ONna can Tall to be impressed with the one
pervading purpose found in them all, lying at the
foundation of esach, Aand without which nons of them
would have been suggested; we mean the fresedom of
the slave mace, the security and firm establishment
of that fresdom, and the protectlon of the nawly -
made freeman and citizen from the oppressions of
thoee who had Tormerly exercised unlimifted dominlon
over him,

The ending of slavery ag & legalized social relation, the admia-
#lon of men once treated as property into the ranke of persons and
eitizens, the Court concaded., But would thls new citizen be & sscond-
clags citizen, a person unequal in status to other persons? It appears
that the Court opened this door when 1t recolled from the plaintiff's
agsertion that the immunities eclause had placed the States completely
under the hand of Congress,

Juetice Miller contradicted the Flaintiff on nearly every point
by distingulshing between state cltizenship and United States cltizen-
ship. It 18 only the privileges and immunities of the latter that are
protected by the Fourteenth Amendment. The privileges and immunities
that accrue to citizenship in the United States do not embrace the huge
oatalogue of. social, esconomic, and political rights presently regulatasd
by the statea. Rather, the Court held, they include only those pro-
tected by Article IV, Section 2, of the Constitution. Hence the righte
claimed by the butchers of New Orleans, ruled Miller, were privileges
and immunities of state citizenship, not of United States citizenship,
and conssguantly were not protected by the FPourteenth Amandment.

Justice Pleld commented disgruntled, in dlissent apparently, that if
thie were the cage, adoption of the Pourteenth Amendment ®"was a wvaln
and idle esnactment, which acvomplished nothing, ¥¥d moet unnecessarily
8Xclited Congress and the people of its passage,.” At any rates thas
ughterhouss decision did emasculats tha privileges and immunities
tlause within five years of its adoption, and this, aceording to the
Chase Court, to preserve the federal system,

Justice Millar had feared m broad interpretation of tha Fourtesnth
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Amendment would lead to a federal civil code which would replace state
police power levs. Congress utilized, in 1875, the due process and
equal protection clauses as a basis for passage of an act providing for
a comprehensive federal code of individual conduct. This appears to
have been-its prerogative, for section V of the amendment states that
*The Congresa shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legisla-
tion, the provisiona of this article.® The conatitutionality of the Act

was questioned in the Civil Rights Cases of 1883,

The Tsal lssus involwved was whether Congress could constlitutlionally
protect the Negro from private discrimination, as distinguished from
public discrimination, whether it could, through enactment of the ocivil
rights code, supersede the states in regard to regulation of priwvate
sonduct. The decision stated that Congress cannot adopt "gensaral®™
legislation governing the conduet of individuals, but only corrective
legislation designed to counteract state laws or actions contravening
the rights safeguarded by the amendment. In other words, Ehn individual
wronged must seek retribution from the laws of the state,l

Justice Harlan issued a scathing dissent by claiming that thes
ma jority opinion proceeded upon grounds

"santirely too narrow and artificial, We shall enter upon an
era of constitutional law, whan the rights of fresdom and
Amarican cltizenshlp cannot recelve from the natlon that
afficiant protesction which heretofores was unhllifitlnglr 1.
corded to slavery and the rights of the master."

The sequirl proved the prophetic wision of Harlan, according to
Bayford Logan::

This far-reaching declsion thus legalized race
distinetions by individuale with respect to en-
Joyment of facilities in carriers and places of
public acoommodation and amusement, In addition,
it virtually assurad the subssquent development
of Jim Crow Laws, and other forms of race disori-
mination, and the passiblity of the Fudirti EOVari=
ment in the fage of this discrimination,

Charles Warren, whose monumental study, gg!rggnrglg_gggli_lﬁ
%EEEI! States E;|§¢§E s coneldered onea of the most authoritative on
subject; commented with regard to the Clvll Rights Cassas:
Viewed in the hlstorlcal perspective now (1922), however,
thars can ba no gquestion that the decisions in theass
cages wers most fortunats, They largely sliminated from
national politics the Negro question whiech had so long
smblttersed Congresslonal debates; they relegate the
burden and duty of protecting the Negro to the states,
to whom they properly belonged; and thsy seemed to re-

stors n?gridanuu in the national sourt in ths Southsarn
Statea,

As in the Slaughterhouss Cases, an affirmative decision by the
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Court would have prepared the way for a fundamental alteration of the
federal division of powers, with a great reduction in state power,
The Civll Rights decislion differs from that of the Hgﬂgghtafhgugg

ges in as much as the latter practically erased the privileges and
mmuni ties clause while the former merely limlted without destroying
the scope of congresrional enforcement power, Navertheless, "thls

rulinz virtually ended Pederal nttuTEtu to protect the Negro from
diseriaination by private persons.”

Thirtean years after the Supreme Court had given sanction to dils=
erimination by individuals in public places and on public earries, the
court approved separation of the races by state action. The case of
E%EEBI v: Fergusson involved the constitutionality of a Loulsiana
B ue which segregated Negroes from white passengers, but which noml=
nally provided egqual facilities for both races. Justice Brown held
that the "egqual protection clause®™ of the Fourteenth Amendment was not

violated; a state may act with due regard to the establlshed customs
and traditions of its people., He sald:

"We conslder the underlying fallacy of the plaintiff's
argumant to consist in the mssumption thmt the snforced
asaparetion of the two r:faa stamps the colored race with
a badge of infTeriority.

Absolute egquality of the races ig intended therefore, but only of a
political nature not of a soclal nature, "Ssparate but equal®™ accom-
modations are not unconstitutional,

Harlan agaln dissented, stating that "Our ﬂunutltutiufa;l blind,
and nelther knows nor tolerates classes among cltizens..." Ideas
of caste and inferlority would be fostered among the Negro. Harlan
asserted prophetically that this declsion would prove as perniclous
as the Dred Secott declslon.

In the first cases construing the Fourteenth Amendment, the Supreme
Court interpreted it as proscribing state-imposed disorimination. The
dootrine of "separate but equal™ made its appearance in 1895, affecting
not education as yet but transportation., Yet thias doctrine beacams of
incrsasing importance primarily because of six cases in the fleld of

public education whloch were -Ifngtid br 1t. In E%“!%EI_EL_EE!Iﬂfit
Bducationl? and ﬁm Lum v, Rice<0 the walidity o doctrine itself
n iour m

Was no. challenged, recent cases, Mlss L]  wAlnes
tﬂ-:m-E Eﬂ;ﬁ Sipuel v, Oklahona,Z22 Sweatt v, Painter, ” and urin v

ah Stat ants, insquality was found in that specific banefitas
snjoye

white students were denied to Negro students of the s

educational qualifications. Not until B ¥ of Edusstion
"y the guestlion as to whether v ' a be held in=
applicabla to public education directly presented and directly answered,

most important aspect for the American Negro in declisions was the
Preclse interpretation given the “"sgmal-protection® clause of the Fours=
tesnth Amendment, Surprisingly enough, the Negro could not mansuver the
Courts into declding on the validity of the all-important issue itself
which allowed diserimination in education = the prineiple of separate
but equal accommodations,
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In 1899 the Court managed to avold a direct ruling on the sagual
protection elause in the case of a Negro taxpayer, Cummings, against the
board of edueation in Rlchmond County, Georgia, Cummings complalned
that an order of the school board suspending the maintenance of a high
gchool for colored children, while continuing that of a white high school,
was raclally discriminatory and therefore invalld under the equal pro=
tection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. The reason for the suspen-
glon glven by the board and accepted by the stats court was sconomle,

Harlan, speaking for the court of Chief Justic Fuller, detlared
that the County Board had not abused its legal discretion and that the
granting of the requested injunction to ecleose the acheol for whites
would not afford the Negro additional opportunity. PFurthermore,

the education of the people in schools malntained
by state taxation 1s & matter belonging to the
raspective Btates,; and any ilnterference on the
part of Federal authority with the management ef
such schoole cannot be Justified axcept in the
cage of a clear and unmistakable disregard of
rights secured by the supreme law ol the llnd.zﬁ

Was the reason for suspension esoconomic or racial? The Supreme
Court

"svidenced no interest in determining the facts for itself.
And further, it asserted a respect for etate autonomy that
was generally absent in its determination involving con-
flicts of corporations with state regulatery authority."<!

While "The rationale (of Cumming w, County Board of Education) was that
Negro children are done no good by taking aduultlnn away from whites,
that ease presupposed some other ru.ud;.'z But the Court suggested no
mish. remedy to the Negro and refused to suggest the abolition of
"separate but equal™ as the cure for the Negro's edusational ills,

In 1927, in the cases of Enag Lum v, Rice, the walidity of the
doctrine of "separate but egqua gtill went unchallénged in the filesld
of educaticn., As a matter of fact Chief Justice William Howard Taft

"stated expressly that separate but equal educationhl facilities do
Bpt conflict with the requirement of equal protectiofl of the laws,*27

This case involved the right of the state of Missiseippl to re-
Quirea Martha Lum, daughter of Gong Lum, both cltizens of the United
States, to attend a segregated school, which had been assigned to Negroes,

ause of her Chinese extraction. Tart asserted: -

The gquestion here is whether a Chinese citizen eof

the United States 1s denied equal protectlion of the
lawe when he 18 classed among the colored races and
furnished facllities for education esgqual to that
offered to all, whether white, brown, yellow, or black,
Were this a new question, it would call for very full
argument and consideration, but we think it is the same
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interpretatipn of the equal protection clause elther, but it did fﬁtﬁ:
the states see the Court-instilled necessity of emphasizing "egqual”
as much as "separate” ln the future,

The Slnpru- Court had conaistently applied the doctrine that where
fanllitind Were providea which were "substantially" equal, racial sag-
regation r (- vced bv =state laws in suech flelds as education did not
violate tHe |aegual protection clause., Undoubtedly the Court often
sesmed h&lni in ite evaluation of what was substantially sgual. ®How-
sver, in 1950, in the important cage of Sweatf v, Palinter the Court
lonkea bayond formal provisions to consider the pructlanf affect of a
Texss 1aw,"25 Chief Justice Vinson stated the oplnion of the court,
sdying that the establishment of a separate law school for Nezroes did
not fulfill the requirements of the agqual protection clauss becauss in
terms of physical and less tangible matters the Negro school was not
"substantially™ equal to the law school (Texas University) provided for
the whites. Vinson pointed out that the school for white possesssed

"to & far greater degree those qualltles which are
incapable of objective measurement but which made for
greatness ln a law school. Such qualities, to nams
but a few, include reputation of the faculty, experi-
ance of the administration, position and influence of
the alumni, etanding in the community, traditions and
prtﬂtlga.'iﬁ

The Sweatt declslon put the sgtates on ever more actlive notlce that the
Court intended to scrutinize actual condltlons wherever states adopted
segregation policles under the separate but equal doctrine of the
Flessy ¥, Ferguson case,

In Hhﬁgug;n ¥y Dklahoma State RHegentas, which appeared bafore the
court in a8 BAmME year as SWeatt v, intn: and wag based on wvirtually
the same gquestion, the Court held vold an attempt by Oklahoma to segre-

gate Negroes who had been admitted to the state university. Chief
Justice Vinson, speaking of the Sweatt case said:

This case and Laurin v, Oklahoma State Regents
pressnt different aspects o he Bame genara
question: to what extent does the Equal Protec=
tion Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment 1limit the
power of a state to distingulsh between students
of different races in professional and graduate
education in & state university?

Vineon arain handed down the majority opinion, stating that a
Negro admitted to a white graduate school shonld he treated 1like all
other studenta, Otherwlse, the state violated the eousl protection
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. The Court agaln resorted to intan-
Eible consideration: "...hls ability to study, to engage in discus-
Blons and axnh&nﬁa views with othar students, and, in general, to learn
his profession

Sweatt v, Palnter, involving the University of
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Texas Law School, and Melaurin v, Oklahoma
Etnta EE;Entu. involving the University of

a uate school, while nelthsr reject-
ing nor consldering the question of separate-
but-equal's validity, measured factors which
make it impossible for a colored school to
equal & white one: tradition, prestige and

tha opportunlity to assoclate in school with
members of the dominant (white) group.

Considered, too, were the tangibles of wealth,
size, and facilities, in which Negro higher
aducation alsoc was patently inferlor but in
which, plialpl. theoretical squality could be
achieved.

After these two cases, which did not directly
disduss the validity of the Pléssy doctrine,
states could, of course, continue to sepsr=te
races; but because the Court was prepared to
apply asternly the requirement that "substan-
tially™ equal facilitlies be provided where
sagreagation is state=enforced, "the traditional
segregating etates faced severe Tlnanclal tests
in their attempts to meat this vitalized -
quirement. The question might have been raised
whathar uu!Etgltlnn is Teasible under the Sweatt
doctrine,®

The balancinz of impalpable, though meaningful gqualities,Was pro-
phetic and thes necessity of ralising thls question of Tfeasibllity never
arose, In 1954, the Supreme Court at last met the “"separate but equal®
doctrine squarely and rejected it completely as applied to the fleld
of public education in Eﬁﬁf% ¥s Ena;% of Education., The Journal of
Negro BEducation had vir ¥ ag early as predicted that the
evolution of the Court iaciuian must soon result in just this reversal

of EIIIII ¥a Fl;ﬂﬂlbﬂ.u

Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered this momentous decision for a
unanimous Court, holdlng that separation in sducation on ths btasis of
™ce 1s inherently unequal and as such is in violation of ths egual
protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, Stating that ssgre-
gation of white and colored ohildren in public schools has a datri-
mental effect upon the ocolored children, the Court ruled that by no
means can the sanction of law be given this system, " %nngnlgu in
Elessy v, Ferguson contrary to this finding is re jected, "4

Thus the Court held unanimously that segregation in public esduca-
tion was a denial of the equal protection of the laws, Thes Court
directed, in 1955, the lower courts to admit Negroes to publie lﬂhﬂgll
on a raclally nondiscriminatory basis "with all deliberate speed.”

"RHeactions ranged from, gompliance in some border states to hoetile
gestures toward the Court." On January 19, the Alabama Senats pagsed

& "mullification® resolution. The Virginia legislature adopted, on
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February 1, 1955, an "interposltion™ resolution asserting the right

of the sta to "interpose its sovereignty™ against the decision of

the Court. And on March 12, 1955, nineatesn senators and sighty-ons
representatives isauad a "Southern Manifesto™ declaring thelr purposs

to use all lawful means to reverse the desegregation declslon, Spokes-
man for thls group was Senator Samuel J. Ervin, Jr, from North Carolina,
He sald:

We regard the declsion of the Supreme Court in
the Bchool casea as A clear abuse of judicial
er. It climayes a trend in the Pedeml
gﬁzlnilrr undertaking to leglelate, in deroga-
tion of the authorlty of Congress, and to sn-
eroach upon thluEEIIrTl rights of the States

and the peopls,

The Court held fast to its declslon howaver and in 11§g§ Y Eﬂaffr
{(1958) held that no scheme of raclal discrimination agains 8gT0 © -
dren in school attendance can stand the test of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment if "there 1s state Egﬁticlpntiau through any arrangement, manage-

ment, funds or property.

The Court had fully evolved now and to the point ef reveraing ite
aay verdict., Controversy raged as to whether it was justified in
esignating "separate-but-equal® incompatible with the Pourtesnth
Amendment, when, in ig%&_L%g_El_ﬂéig_nnd several other cases, the doc-
trine's validity was silow o atand, Indeed, Taft had sald in the
Lum case that,

The decieion (to segregate) is within the discretion of
the state in regulating ita public Bchoolg and does not
conflict with the Pourtesnth Amendment,

In 1956 Senator Harves of Georgia followed the "Southern Manifesto®
with "A Htlnrlnk to Congress to Declare the l4th and 15th Amendments
Null and Void,"*9 in which he based his plea on the grounds that the
Southern States were unjustly excluded from the 39th, 40th, and 41at

Congresaes,

The sams.- year Paul A Freund, Fairchild Professor of Law at Har-
vard, urged the merits of the decislion, though he did not really
base his argument on legal so much as scocial grounds,

If the Court was wrong in the school casess it is
because the Court misjudged our present-=day ideal
of equality in law., To judge the decision, there-
fore, is to judge ourselves, all of uas, for the
Constitution sets & common, not a sectional
standard for the country. That is why it is
supremely important, too, that those who be-

lieve the Court judged rightly, as well IIEEh!
eritice,; should let thelr volces be heard.

In 1960, Virginia published a study of Brown case and the Jjudicial
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right of the Court to issue the decision. Looking back on the Gong
Lfg v, Rice case and citing ample quotations from several other pre-
vious court decisions and opinions, the Virginia commission summb-
rized: ”

The Court thus performed its interpretive
function, In the fisld of publle sducation,
the Constitution stood eclearly defined and,
8o far as education is concerned, tha psopls
have changed it not one lota. Did thes
Supreme Court have the Tifht to issue the
opinion it did in Brown?

The Virginia commission did not answer this gquestion with a catesgori-
cal yas or no, but the reasoning it presented admits of only one
conclusion - that the Court oplinlon should not have outlawed raclial
segregation in education becauses in so doing it elther violated the
Constitution or amended 1t.

¥While the argument of the Virginia commission is well presented
and tends to make one speculate whether the grand evolution ef the
Supreme Court in the field of segregation in education was not an un-
justified revolution after all, this student adopts the Fationale ef
HRobert J. Harris with regard to the Browh vy, Board of Education

discussion.

By all standards, howsver, the decision in the

Se t Cages Was A great decision, Thes
n . En & other hand, was not a grsat

nplnlnn.5

Harris points out that the opinion was outslde the context of Supreme
Court history. All that was necessary for the Court to do heare

wag to hold that the "equal but separate' formula whan
applied by a state or its officials was not in accord with
precedents before and after 1595.53nd that acoordingly

Plesay v, Perguscn was reversed,

This would have combined both the concept of constitutional growth
through judieial interpretation and an adhersnce to precedent in the
orderly avolution of the Court. It would certainly have rendered the
Court less vunerable to any of the criticisms claiming the decision
wag gsheser judicial legislation,

This papar has attempted to sketch the judicial svolution of the
Supreme Court as i1t has affected segregation in sducation. The pre-
minence of the sgual protection clauss of the Pourtesnth Amsndment
became clear very early in this study. While the EEEd Scott case
showed the attitude of the Court to the Negro prier to e Clvil War,
tha Sla ter ges and the 1 g damonatrated the
Courts® concept o & Negro and his rights whan Congress triesd by
legiglative action and in pursuance of the Thirteenth and Fourtsenth
llandnuntslyn safeguard some of these individual rights. In Plessy v,




50
EEIEH?E% the "meparats but equal® doctrine was accepted ams the basle
principle with which to deal with the Negro. In %&Mﬁ_f'
Eggnlt&nn and Gggﬁ Lum v, Rice the wvalidity of the doctrine 1ltselfl was
noet © enged, n lnrn'runant cases, Missouri e Galnes v
Canada, Sipuel v, Oklahcma, 3!5155 v, Palnter, an v ahoma
State ;, 811 on the graduate school lewel, "substantia in-
aqunifgg wa

8 found in that specific benefits enjoyed by whits students
were denied to Negro students of the same educational qualifications,
In none of these sasss was it absclutely necassary, nor had the Court
avolved to the necessary degres yat, to re-sexyamine tha doctrine of
"gaparate but squal®™ to grant relisf to the Negro plaintiff, Yet an
inereasing reliance on intangible factors in Court decisions was obvi-
ous, In Brown v, Egg:g u; Education the cycle of evolution was com-
plate; Plessy v, rguson's construction of ths squal protection clause

was ovarthrown.

Robart J. Harris wrote an admirable parting thought to ths 1954
decision of the Court:

The decision of the Court in the Segregation
Cases by looking upon the Constltution as a
process of growth, and by bringing constitu-
ticnal interpretation nearer to the Amerlican
ideal of the equallty of all men in the en-
joyment of legal privileges and immunitles,
is bound to occupy a prominent place ln con-
etitutional history long after analysists
have ceased to write about it and the strident
volces of neo-nullificationist have been
stilled...
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THE IMPAIRMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO DURING SLAVERY
Submitted by:

Barbara Henry*

®No more slckness,
No more serrow,
When I lay my burden dnwn.'1

The Negro bondsman was burdened by impalrments wrought by the
white mastsr class during the slavery period. This impairment was
fourfold: psaychologiecal, moral, religious, and intsllsctual,

Slaveholders wished to develop the 1deal slave as they tralnad
and governed their workers. In attempting to mold a human being te
thie model, the master class in many ways impaired the slave payche-
logically, Te approach this ideal pattern, the mastar had to first
establish and maintain a strict discipline. One South Carolina
Slaveholder belliaved that

‘ssln order to develop a parfect relationshlp beatwaan
the slave and his master, "...the slave should know that
his master is to govern absolutely, and he 1s to obey
implicitly. That he 1s never for a moment to axercise
ui:h-r Eél will or judgment in opposition to a positive
order,

A slave waa

®euatrusted as 1little as poselble to.use hls own
discretion and it is taken for granted that he will
never du mnything destred of him that he dares avoid,"]

A fealing of parsonal inferiority was another desired attribute
in the formation of the modal slave. The Negross wara forced to
®.ssknow and kesp their places,® to ",.,.fesl the differsnce bstwesn
magter and slave,™ to "...reallre that slavery was thair natural
ltItUIh' and to fesl that "...thelr color was a badge of degrada-
tien."™ This fesling of inferiority was strengthened by the slave
ocodas, The slave codes differsed from state to stats, but were da=
sligned to achleve dus subsrdination of the slavesa. A slave had ne
standing in the court. He could not be a party to a sult at law; and
he could not offer legal testimoney sxcept against another Negro.
Since he had no legal responsibility, his oath was not binding. Thus
he could not make a contract, and therefore his marriage was not legal,
His children were not legitimate. The owmership of property by a
glave was forbidden., A slave could not strike a white person, even
in self-defenss; but the killing of a slave was rarealy regarded as

*Miss Henry is a former member of the student body of the Department
of History and a member of LUSHA, She 1s now persuing studies in
the Inatitute of Latin Amsrican 3tudlies at the Univeralty of Texas,
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murder. The rape of a femhle slave was amisdeareanor because 1t involwved
"trespassing on the property of another person,”s Laws such as these
ware at the same time oppressive and harmful to the psychological well-
belng of the slave,

Slaveholders attempted ",.,..to awe them (the slaves) with & sense
of thelr master's enormous pnuar.'ﬁ The owners werea successful in
this attempt, for few Negroes could free themselves from the notlion
that thelr masters were ",..ilnveated with a sort of sacredness. Pear,
awe, and obedience... are interwoven into thes very naturs of the
glaye,"™ There wWas A gansarTal belisf, born of & defsnse of slavary,
that Negroes wers a childlike race and should bes punished just as ohil-
dren were punished. The excessive use of the lash was an outstanding
abuss of the institution of slavery. As Thomas Jefferson pointsd out
in hia Hgt§g on Virginia, the whole mastsr-slave relationship was ".,..
A parpstual axercise of the most bolsterous passions, the most unre-
mitting dElp-ti:: of the one part; and degrading submisslon on thes
other.:.:." The power over the slave that the master anjoyed all tee
frequantly brought out the worst 1ln the master, and conssgusntly, in
the slave.

To complete this overall pattern of the ideal Negro, the master
tried to train the slave to accept the master's code of good conduct
and to inatill in the Negro a feeling of complete dependence. Skilled
workera were dangerous because they tended to become more independent,
A Virginian was shocked to find that his slaves, while working at an
iron fumace, "...got a habit of roaming around and taking care of
themselves,"™

A spirit of independence was less likely to develop
among slaves kept on the land, where most of them be-
comes acoustomed to having thelr master provide thelr
basic needs, and where they might be tngﬁht that they
ware unfit to look out for themselves, '

This sense of deapendence that grew in the mind of the Negro is ex-
emplified in-this statement by a slave:

*"I's black and just a poor old nigger, tut I reverence
ny white folks-pay "tention and listen to what the white
folks tell you, and the world would be a heap better
off. Us old niggers knows that's the truth, too...®ll

The childishness resulting from this dependence incurred by the white
master class is evident in the Negro slave:

Yas, sir, white folks, you ain't never seed nothing like
it, so you can*t tell -the Joy you glts from loocking for
dewbearries and hunting gulnea eggs and setting in the
shade of & peach tree, reaching up and pulling off a ripe
peach and esating 1t slow,,. You ain't never walked
acrost a frosty fleld in the esarly morning and gona to
tau bi%#hnuln to bulld a fire for your mistress and whsn
Bns wWa up slow have r sAay to you: Ve how's
1ittle nig:-r today? g v ¥ i ONE WY
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"It is one of the damning characteristice of the slave system,™ gaid
Frederick DiOZlaSSe--. '% t it robs lts wvictims of every esarthly in=
centive to a holy life."™ Dus to the laws of our country during the
slavery period and the attitudes taken by the master class, the bonds-
men experienced a definlite moral degradation and degeneration. In

rendering the decision in the case of ﬁ;gg}ug v, Jackson in 1882,
Justice Jones Eakin of the Arkansas Supreme Court wrote:
'here ware no valid marriages amongat that class (the
slaves), in the slave states of America before the
general emancipation near the close of the civil war,
nor after that did any of the States take cognizance

of marriages ﬁmongut glaves, until provisions were made
by statute. 1

Slave marriages did not exist in a legal sense in the South, The
glaves' conditions were only a form of concublnage., In law fornl=
cation and adul tery did not exist between the slaves; nor was the

any bastardy, for the father of a slave was "unknown® to tha law,

Thie situation fostared moral degsneration and looses Temily tliss among
Negro slaves. Aleo bringing family 1ife to a lowar level was the
practice of selling husbands and wives separately without any regard
to thelr relationehip. Therefore slavery offered many obstaclas to a
normal famlly relationship because no real condlition of marriage was
possible and bondage pravented parsntal control of children.

Becausa marriage did not legally axist, the slaves ware without
A great curb to sexrual promiscuity.

"It would require a high degres of social and moral
conscionanass for an unsducated slave to distinguish
batwaan ITEuptnhlu Trelations wheres no such marriags
axristed,.™

This was especlally true when a slave might pass into the ownership
of different men with varying requiremsnts and standards regarding the
marital relationships of thelr slaves,

T'ne majorlty of slaves waTrs Serually promiscucus by
white standards at some time in their lives, partly
because of the genaral lack of social restraint to
such practlces, and partly becauss 1n relation to
other membars of the slave class there was, legally
spsaking, no such thing as p‘mnllﬂuitr.‘l

Frederick Douglass, despalring on the evils of the slavery system, saild,

®The fear of God, and the hops of heavan, arse found
sufficlient to sustain many slave-women, amidst the
snaras and dangers of thelr strange lot:; but, this
side of God and heaven, A slave-woman 18 at the mercy
of the power, caprice, and passion of hsr owner.
Slavary provides no means for the honomable continu-
afice of the race. Marriage--as imposing oblisntions
on the parties to it--hams no axistence here, except
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in such hearts as Aare purer andlﬁlghar than the
standard morality around them."

In splte of all attempts to crush 1t, a slave had a will of his
own, which war actively, as well as passively, opposed to the master's.
The slaves formulated legal and moral codes of their own, It unt Cof=
sidered a merit to be able ",..to steal and not to be detected,®i9
Theft was universal among slaves. Taking things from the master meant
simply taking part of his property for ths benefit of another part.
Thus, a female slave scolded for theft replied,

"Law, mam, don"t say I'"s wicked; ole Aunt Ann says
1t allers right for us poor colored pecple to
'poplate whatever uf'dg white Tolk's bleseslings de
Lord puts in our way. 0 . :

The slave alsoc sxpressed his hatred of englavement by sulcide, in-
fanticide, and homicide. Through the alavery system, the bondsman
were inevitably demorallized and brutalized.

I am no priest of crooks nor cresds,
For human wants and human neesds

ATe more to me than prophets® dseds;
And human tears and human cares
Affect me more than human prayers,

Go, cease your wall, lugubrious saintl
You fret high Heaven with your plaint,
Is this the "Christian's joy" you paint?
Is this the Christian's boasted bliss?
Availesyour faith no more than this?

Take up your arms, come out with me,

Let Heav'n alone; humanlty

NHeeds more and Heaven less from thee,
With pity from mankind look 'round;

Help theam to rise--and Hesaven 1s fnund.”21

-=PAaul Lawerancsa Dunbar

Thlis posm axprasssas the frustrated attitude of a Negro slave
toward Christianity. The Negro potential of a deep, fervent faith in
God was impajired by the institution of slavery. The solonial legils-
latures provided that conversion would not give the slaves a claim
to fresdom. Thereafter some masters encouraged conversion among thair
bondemean, Some, howsver,; continued to bes indifferent. In the Nine=
teenth Century a southern clergyman complalned that ",...1n extensive
districts thousandes of bondsmen never heard the volces nE thoss who
brought the glad tidings of salvation to psrishing men,®<2 A4
Loulsianian thought that attempts to convert slaves was the "greatest
plece of foollshness: the only way to improve them was through pro=-
per diseipline.,® Some newspapers sxpressed opposition to religlous
teaching to the Negro population, The Baton Rouge ﬁggﬁggg placed the
blame for murder and insurrection on 'Lﬂﬂyndlnrw preachera who appealed
to the worst passione of human nature," The aditor of a Pranklin,
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Loulsiana, a TE nn sald of a Baptist baptismal service, "There
was really nothing interesting in the ceremony,™ and added, "There is
some thing ludicrous in this thing of minlsters taking niggers soc lov-

t:g1r_§g thelr arme and ducking them by way of securing thelr salva-
on,

The advantage of glving religious instruction to slaves was to
inspire tham to submit to their superlors.

«ssthe religious teaching consists in teaching the
glave that he must never strike a white man; that God
made him for a slave; and that, when whinped, he must
not find a fault,--for the BEible says, "He that knowath
his mastar's will and doeth it not, shall be beaten
with many stripes!™ And nlnvuggldern find such reli-
glon very profitable to them.

The following anecdote illustrates what was quite probably the major
extent of religlous teaching to the slaves:

Uncle Jasper...recalls that,..ln the old days, the
preacher made one sermon do for both reces. A big
long shad sarved as meeting house, JInto it the white
people want to hear the preacher in his powerful ex-
hortations to right living. "Us servan's stayed out-
gide, an' pet doun on de logs close by. When des
preacher git all warm' up, an' had de white folks in-
slde de shed thinkin' on de way ter glory, he stick
hie haid out do window now an' den ter sxhort us
serven's: "You eullud peoples out dar--lissen at mal
Da way ter make good slaves, 18 ter obay yo' Massea
an" Missisl Obey "em constant--° Den he stick his
haid back in, gnﬂ preach till he had some mo' words
fo' us-all., "2

Onea of the dominant features of such & relliglon among the Negroas waas
the resulting prevalence of superstitution. It almost seems that in
thelr ignorance they adopted every form of supernatural fear that was
aver known among our ancestors, "The peculiarity of the Negro slava
as compared with other races was his own sinlster imaginative pro=-
duntinnn.'za The slaves related some of the tales of ancient mythe-
logy, but with tales of goblins, witches, and ghoste==the results of
thelr own dreamas and Tancles.

The number of slaves Tormally affilisated with tha various denomi-
nations was only a small minority of the' total slave population at
any glven time, Takling Arkansas as an example=-only 20,000 slaves out
of a total slaves upa ation of 111,115 wers affiliated with churches
in Arkansas in 1860, Thie is only an indication of the sxtent of
religious interest, but it must be remembered that the primary func-
tion of the slave was to work for his master, and only the especially
religious and considerate master concerned himself with the spiritual
welfare of his slaves,

Deep in my heart that aches with the repression,
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And strives with plenitude of bltter pain,
There lives a thought that clamors for expresslon,;
And spends its undelivered force in wvain.

What boote 1t that some other may have thought 1t7
The right of thought's expression ia divine;
The price of pain I pay for it has bought it,
I care not who lays claim to it=="tis minel

And yet not mine until it be delivered;
The mannar of 1ts birth shall uss the test,
Alas, alas, my rock of pride is shiversd--
I beat my brow--ths thought still unexpressed,' 70

==Faul Lawersnce Dunbar

The author of this poem feels the welght of the chailns of slavery
both physically and mentally. This intellectual bondage wae a direct
result of tha slavery syatem am practiced in the United Statess, John
C. Calhoun asserted that ",,.if a Negro could be found capable of giving
the syntax of a Greek verb, only then would he be dlsposed to call him
human,* The supposed fact that Negroes could not be educated was a
vital issue from the beginning of elavery for upon it rested the justi-
fieation of the pecular institution itself. The conscience of the
country oould not comfortably condone the denial of an education to
people like themselves, and the needs of the esconomlec system prompted
rationalization of the inferlority of Negroes, Basasides, it was econo=
mically sound to control the interests and desires of the slaves,
Education tended to make them legs useful as workers, fostered dles-
content and insurrection, and ddsturbed the soclal order. In 1871,

Kat Turner, an sducated Negro preachsar, led a slave insurrection in
Virginia., It was rumored that Turner had bean "led to revolt threough
reading tha Bible and 1dant5£rlng himsalf the "Moses' chosen to laad
his people out of bondage,* This reaffirmed the slaveholder's be-
lief that if slaves never lsarnad to read tha Bible, they could never
be misled as Turnsr wWas,

The slaveholder asserted his belle® in the mental incapaclty of
the Negro, but advertisesd his lack of falth in his aspartion by making
lawe to prevent the sducatlon of slaves. The leglslaturs of South
Carolina in 1740 made it an offen#e ",..punishable by a fine of 100
lbe. to teach or cause to be taught any slave, or to amploy One AE A
gcribs in any matter of writing whatever, Georgla made a law in 1770
modelled after South Carolina, adding imprisonment and whipping of the
Negro inastructed. Similar laws were enacted in all Southern states,
In 1800 the City Council of Charleston, South Carolina, atated that,
®.ssthe lawe heretofore snacted for the government of slaves...have
been found insufficlent for keeping them in dus subordination," and it
gave authority to the police to "break doors, gates, or windows in
dlnpuruiniqpnr gatherings for the purpose of mental instruction of the
Negroeg, " Tharafore, from a legal standpoint, the slave had no rights
or privileges in the attainment of sven a msager sducation, Thie ia
ghown in the fact that in 1860, only five ps;uant of the 4,441,830
Hegross in the United States were literate,
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The bellief of the master clsss that the slave could not be edu=-
cated communicated itself to the Negro. A slaveowner's daughter gave
up the Job of educating a slave in disgust when,

‘sssAfter a whole winter, he still did not know the alphabet,
A second daughter tried her hand and finally stegred Charley
through the first reader, The education stopped thers.
Charley was a bright boy, could tell the time; count money,
and do errands intelligently, but "book learning™ was

beyond him., Charley hiluggr sald that "God did not make
niggers to learn books,. "

Thus, through tha laws of the Statss and the attitude of the
whites, the Negroes of tha slave sra wears paychologlcally, momally,
religiously, and intellectually impaired. The Negroes became depen-
dent on the whites, developad an inferiority complex, were morally
degraded and degenerated, and had loose family tles, The growth of
Negro conversions was stunted by the peculiar ingtitution, and the
American Negro slave's intellectual development came to & stand-
8till, Here are the traglc beginnings of slavery's legacy of race

prejudice and hatred, which have left their mark on the sntire
country .
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NEGRO THOUGHT IN AMERICA, 1880 = 1910
Submitted by
Howard 5. Linzy®

Slavery was finished and there was a prospsct of a new status for
all Negro Americans; what then were the goals of the Negro to make
himself a political factor in a democratic society? Unsurprisingly,
thay wanted ;g%l?!gutll%ﬁhﬁt the polls for without this they would
actually not rea, Fifteenth Amendmsnt accorded to all, regard-
less of mace, color, or cread, ths right to vota., Evan before Re-
gonetruction had snded, marked by ths withdrawal of ths last of thas
federal occupation troops, the Republioan party had abandoned them,
Reaction on ths part of the whites and dlallluslonment on the part of
the Negroes followed, Some of them tried fusion with white Popu-
lists in the 1890"as, while others became Democorats rather than loss
thelr voting power altogether, Becauss no party served ths Negro,
however, he interested himself more and more in class and race pro=-
blems instead of those more gensral ones which were national and
reglional in scope,.

As acceptancs of white hegemony bacame general in the South,
Negroes in that area, 5,900,000 out of a total Negro population of
6,580,000, were without sffective defense of thelr political and
eivil rights, Therafore, if whites grew mors hostils to Negroes, then
Negroes must band together and help themsslves; if whites balisved
that Negroes warsa inferior, then Negrosas must show themssalves the
equals of whites, An equality, thelr leaders reasoned, gained only
by successfully running tha Soclal Darwinist race with whitea and by
encouraging a fierce pride in thelir own color. R. H. Cain wrote
about the changing attitude toward pollitlcal activlity:

Twenty years have passed; the North ls gquliescent,
tha South is rejoleing, the negro is docile, the
Anglo-Saxon 18 master of the sltuation, the negro
has lost all of hies aspirations for political pre=-
ferment, ; + He seems to have changed his course of
procedurs, has laft the political arena, turned his
mttention to. . « scquiring wealth by his industry
and thus becoming a full-Lledged Amsrican clitisan
through the only just and proper Ifthﬂdl which gave
success 1n developing his manhood,

Negro conventions of the late 1870"s placed thelr strongest
emphasls on racial solidarity, self-help, and economic advancement.
Most of the dlstingulished Negro leaders were more concerned with
pelf-help and economic deavelopment than with the declines of politiecal
and civil rights. Booker T. Washlngton and his followsrs hooted down
tha decrsasing minority for whom sconomice continusd to be subordinate

#Mr. Linzy is a Junior member of LUSHA, Alpha Sigma Nu and an honors
student in the Department of Hlstory.
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to pelitics., T. Thomas Fortune was one of those who felt that the
Tranchise would always be of more strateglc advantage than the envi-
saged elevation of Negroes through a subseription to a philosophy of
thrift and industry.

What Portune was advocating was heresy to many colored
men, and a storm of protest raged among Negro leaders.
Fraderick Douglass considered the movement ridiculous, "2

Howaver, after the betrayal of the Negro by radiecal sgrariaa and laboy
movements, Fortune veered away from his early radicalism and preached
a program more in keeping with the American middle class tmaditien.

Along with the ideas lovolving self-help, race pride, and group
solidarity all of which grew sreatly in popularity during the 1880%'s
and 1890's was an interest in race history. BHRace pride was necessary
and could be cultivated by a history movement., The need to assert and
prove their squality as one means of convincing whites of thelir worthi-
ness for political and elvil rights, and the need for a sense of dig-
nity to offset the lnferiority doctrines taught by the whites spurred
historical interesta. MNegro historlans pointed to such Eurupiuguwritaru
as the ex-slave Juan Latino, Alexrander Fushkin, Alexander Dumas, and
Robart Browning. Toussailnt L'Ouverture and the history of Liberia
proved the Negroes' abllity for self-government. Some made wild claims,
othars reported the facts accurately.

The sarly 1880's were devoted to the creation of a Negro middle
class and this theme would continue throughout the remainder of the
century until it was finally put to rest, symbolically, when the
National Assooclation for the Advancemsnt of Colored People was Tounded
in 1509, While all did not hold to the entire complex of ideas of race
pride, sclidarity, and esconomic development, each of thess viewpolnts
recelved growing popularity. Booker T. Washington was the notable
proponant of that philoscophy but often these ideas were admittedly
nothing moere than a detour, an indirect approach to the goal of rights
and integration. BRBaclal unity and pride ware to be ussad as lmmediate
maans in the struggle for civil rights., The end was sean just as
clearly as had the Reconatructlion leadsr viewsd 1t but greater emphasis
was now lald on sconomy and the mesans to attain it, D. A. Straker,
in his New Spathy Investigated (1888), as guided by Meter, said;

By being industrious like the Jews, the Regro could be
the architect of his own future in tha New South. As
long as whites discriminated, Negroes should creats thelr
own business opportunities_by enjoying and patronizing
only members of the mMmce,

Though the major answer in vogue for the Negro of the 1880's and
1890"s was the philosophy just explained, it was not the only reacsurse.
Southern Negroes gave considerable thought to migmtion but only a few
left the South and these were members of the lowesr class; approximately
ninety percent of the nation's Negross continusd residence in the South
until fairly recent times., It 1s apparent that agonomically prosperous
individuals in the Southeast who despended for thelr caresrs on a large
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Negro population largely opposed migration., FPurthermore, none of the
Southern Negro leadership class migmted themselves and usually only
supported such a movement, as the EKansas Exodus, after 1t was well

begun.

Anothsr response to their status was the more radical, sometimas
violent, ona of protest which was sesn in the vitality of state and
national conventions, There was concern volced over clvlil rights,
BRepublican policy, the franchlse, and mob violence, Leading Norhern
magaziness also caused consternation among the Negro leaders. Harper's

W HEEE%%I E!EE?!HI, ntu and the Atlantie Monthly mirrored the
rellne stes o & upper ﬂ'lEBlI toward Che Negroes they had dafeanded
in the Civil War. Those three leading literary magazines

regularly amployed derisive terms that are rarely used
today, sxcept in local color fletlon, in privats con-
vuruutign, and by the most rabld of *wool=hat' politi-
clans,

Frederick Douglass was the greateat symbol of the proteat mevement
during the 1880's and early 1890's, He felt, as 4id the majority of
other leadars, that by gaining the respsct of ths white man through
an emphasla on the middle class virtues and economie independence,
Hegross would better attaln their civil libartiss. However, ha saw no
Gontradioction when he urged, at times, agitation for political rights
which the constitution and subsaquent amendments had guarantesd them,
ATtar the War Batweesn thas States, Douglass placed & good deal of mtrass
on the gospsl of wealth and racial unity, and he pursued these ideas
in a somewhat attenuated form in the sarly 1880's, He spoke at that
tima in phrases suggestive of Booker T. Washington's spsschas. As
more and more semphasis was placed on the doctrines of self-hslp and
sconomic advancemant and away from civil rights, howsaver, Douglass'
tendencises moved away from the general stream, Hes bagan to speak less
and leass in the terms of the gospel of wealth while he inoreasingly
devoted himself to theoriss of protest. Deuglass, in fact, declaimed
racial solidarity and race pride and protested vehemently against dis-
franchisement, He insisted that the Negro was net on triml but that
the real defandant was America herself, Every American cltizen and
avary American law would be tried. Although he did not deny that
Negross Teuld partially combat maolal prejudiee by acquiring an sdn-
cation and an mceretion of wealth, he named as some of thelr errors -
race pride, race unity and sconomic chauvinism - the cardinal wvirtuass
ef Washingten. Douglass felt that by stressing these avils, whish
most of hls contamporaries listed as excellent means, was doling just
ag ths whites wanted. The Negroes wers directly perpetuating their
status as & natlon wWithin a nation, a sort of ghetto which today is
g0 attacked by most except followers of the Black Muslim religion,
Douglass sncouraged Negroess to yleld as 1little ms possible to the
pressures that forced them into malntalning separate housing complexes
and institutisns,

The basic protest movement retainsd muesh of 1ta 1ifs, aven to somes
extent in ths South. Most Negro leaders spoke firat of getting monasy,
gatting an education,; and acquiring chamacter, while a good propertlien
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of these went on to speak next of agitation for civil and politieal
righte. Douglass'" vliews were at thes opposite end of the spsctrum from
those of Booker T, Washington, whoss prominence lies less in his esnun-
ciation of American Negro'"s hopes than in othar Tactors,

Booker T. Washington taught:

The individual or race that owns the property, pays the
tares, possasaes the intellligence and substantial charsc-
ter, is the one which is going to exercise the greatest
control in government, whether he lives in the North er
whether he lives in the South,5

Industrial sducation was a practical idea that Washington did not
start but did bring to fruition. This was a very necessary link in
his plans for Negro self-help. A program like this was primarily for
the instilling of moral valuss and the acquisition of a dafinite trade.
Industrial education fitted the spirit of the age and, whean in 189§
Washington made his Atlanta address, he emerged suddenly as the national
Negre "leader,"” not because of the originality of his proposals, but
bacaumses of the excellent verbalirzation of thoss programs alrsady at
the core of influential groups among Northarn and Southsrn Negross,

The 1B80's was a parfect time since tha converging trends made indus-
trial and agricultural training mors valuable for the Negro than
libaral and highsr sducation.

At the Atlanta Exposition in September, 1895, Booker Taliafarro
Washington smerged with a national reputation and the acknowledzed
leadar of American Negroes. His speach

was ona of the most affective pleces of politisal omatory
Ain the history of the United States...Mors than a half
century later the reader comprehends the drama of the oec-
gagion and 1s moved by the upuugar'u aloguance and mastsry
of the art of public speaking.

The fact that there was nothing naw in the address doess not dea-
troy ita importance, Its baslec thame, compromlse, was in touch with
ths common opinion prevailing since the lats 1870's, A subordinats
place for Negroes in American l1ife heralded the successes of the New
South, Washington's first sentence struck the keynote of his Atlanta
Compromise of 1895, He pointed out that one-third of the South's
population was colored and could not be forgotten 1f thare was to be
ANy hnﬁ: of progress, Washington urged that migrations be stopped and
that the solored pecple of the South settls down into agriculture,
domestic sarvice, or commerce, The greatest danger to Negro popula=
ticons was that, in thelr great leap from slavery to fresdom, thay
would forget that to live they must produce, they would prosper in
proportion to their laber. "'Ne race,'"™ Washington warned, ""can pros-
per till it learns that there is as much dignity in tilling a Tleld
ag in writing a oem,.'"? 1In addressing the whites at the Convention,
Washington struck another theme which caused more exclted applause;
than anything else he had said. "In all things that are purely socilal
Wwe gan be as separate as the fingers, yvet one as the hand in all thinge
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essential to mutual progress." Such an ldea, heretical nov to the
Negroes involved in nonviclence, direct action, and milita-ie, Was oae
of the keys to the period between 1880 and 19510. By 1915, however,

the Negro mind was sufficlently divided between the econozl: Approact
to the ballet box and the more direct agitation that it be:smes diff.-
sult to explain his actions, Washington went on to say that the fate
of the white people wae so tied up with that of the Negro :5at every
attempt should be made to make them useful citlzens, He s-oke about
the civil rights to which the Negro was entitled but ssid that these
would come more as a result of severe constant struggle rather tham af
artificial forcing. Douglass, who had died in 1895, would have founi
this Compromise wholly distasteful since 1t accepted a subordinate
position for Southern Negroes, He spared nothing in denoumclag soclal
equality and, in return, asked for a chance to gain & decert liveli-
hood. Although overtly Washington minimized the importance of the
franchise and civil rights, covertly he was deeply involved 1n politics.
The fullest statement which Washington allowed himself without losing
his staunch white supporters in the North and the South was made, in
1900, before the Bethel Historical and Literary Soclety of Washingto=x,
D. C. This speech urged that beyond all else Negroes must keep hoplns
and never lose courage., No solution would be permanent which was not
bullt on the confidence and respect of Southern and of Notherm whites.
Until the Negro stopped being called "boy™ and was being addressed as
"gir*" every other concession would not have any lasting substance.,
greatest numbers of the colored population should be directed toward
toll that would permit them a decent wage in the community 1o which ther
choge to reside. As regards the delicate problem of political partl-
cipation, Washington urged the following principles:

1. In national politice Negroes should vote Republican,
but in local Southern politics;, Democratic.

2. The Fifteenth Amendment should remain a part eof the
Constitution, but it should not be generally enforced.

3. Ignorant whites and Negroess should be lIulgdud from,
or admitted to, ths ballet on sgual tarma.

It was important that Washington not alienate the white suppérters
among whom he was very popular, Washington sincerely felt hls program
would be the most effective in the long run, and he needed white friexds
who helped to glve him prestige and powsr within the Negro community.
His power over the Negro press was quasi-dictatorial and hls pressure
waeg usually sufficlent to stifle eriticism., W. E. B, DuBols, howaveT,
was not to be parsuaded by Washington's soft-pedaling of pollitical IEE
eivil rights. This paper, however, should first discuss ths Regroes
relatione with labor, & toplec quits obviously intimatesly tied inte the
Negroes' search for stabllity, before it begins discussion of the re-
versal characterized by attacks on Washington, the Niagara Movement
which falled, and the successful high point against Booker T. Washingisc
when the NAACP was formed in 1909, Besides the discussicn of laber,
attention will also ba given to the new Southarn state constitutions
and the Supreme Court decisions which caussd the nadir of Negroes in
Amsrica during the 1B90's,
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Labor was the key to Booker T. Washington's new gospel so A mors
detailed study of it is in order. The majority of notes in thls sec-
tion have thelr references to an article by Bernard Mandel entitled,
“Samuel Gompers and the Negro Workers, 1886-1914," which appeared in

The Journal of Negro History in January, 1955,

Gompers' American Federation of Labor inherited the Enights of
labor attitudes toward organized Negro labor and reaffirmed the theory
that workers should form unions without regard to color or creed,
Fersonally, Samuel Gompera' own life can be gauged somewhat by his
Negro position which was first that of a fire-eater for radical laber
reform then svolved into a conservative on labor issues. "In 1890,
the Pederation declared that 1t looked with diranrﬂr upon unions which
axrcluded members on account of race or color." Trouble was brewing
over the International Associaticn of Machinists which finally agreed
to drop thelr restrictive "white clause®™ but 4id so in name only. No
one was fooled, 1t became common knowledge that resally nothing had
changad., This did not disturb Gompere too much becauses in his address
to A, F, of L. at their sixteenth convention, 1896, he told the Brother=
hood that the union had decided 1f was unwise to go out with bannsrs
flying agailnst a ™ace, He drew the parallel that during the Clvil War
many abolltioniets deslred the removal of that degrading system but did
not fall in love with the wvictims of 1it.

Thera is no doubt that Gompers, at least in the
early years of the Pederation, desired the organi-
zation of the Negro workers and, if possible,
thelr organization in the same union with white
workers...He explained to his Scuthern organizer
that the unionization eof colored workers was not
a matter of recognizing social ggunlitr. but a
gquastion of absolute necessity.

Howsver, Gompers weakened the implementation of hle deeire for union-
izing Negross by leaving 1t in the hands of white organizers, And, by
1697, Washington was accusing the trade unions of hindering tha material
advancement of Negroes by not organizing them. Resolutions wers passed
for more strenuous efforts but, in the South where the majority of
Negroes etill resided, they were rarely translated into any effective
action. In 1900, Gompars responded to a questicner that asked him

why the South had not affectually organized. He gava thres reasons
and ascribed the first blame to the Negroes, Thus, in a few short
years, Samuel Gompers' campalgn esspousing a place for Negro labor in
the A; F. of L., was being almost totally retmcted, Around the turn

of the century the American Federation of lLabor abandoned even nominal
support of equal standing for Negro laborers. This happening in the
very years that Southern race relations were suffering terribly and

the Negro disfranchisement process was in high gear. In hls annual
mesgage to the A, F, of L. in the 1900, 20th Convention, Gompers went
B0 far as to say that an insistence on equality or even admission of
Negroes would result in an eand to the Brotherhood, S0 1t becams common
policy for the Federation to indulge in jim-crowlsm and refuss install-
ment of Negroes sven where there were too few of them to form a sepa-
rate union, Thlis certainly was not the Samuesl Gompers who had begun a
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membership drive among Negre workers in 1886, William E. B. DuBols
made a study of trade unions and found

sssthat forty-three national organizations, including

the railroad brotherhoods, had no Negro members, and

that in sixteen of them this was due to the dlscrimi-
natory policles of those organizations., Twenty-seven
otherse had very few members, partly dues to the fallure

of the unions to train apprenticeas, There were alto-
gether only forty thousand Negroes in the A, F, of L. with
a total membarship of just over a lllliﬂﬂ.ii

Gompers began his work without a raclial attitude but this attitude
was based on a trade union desire to keep Negroes from succeasfully
competing with whites. He neatly switoched the blame to the colored men
for not making commeon oauss with the white worker. Samusl Gompers led
hiz union from a reasonable outlook to A& llly=-white one splattered with
jiB-crowlism,

The last two subjects whleh should be dlscussed bafore the twan-
tieth century opens are very related. They concern the new state con=
stitutions which were passed bafors 1900 and some of the Suprems Court
decisions which upheld thelr constitutionality,

Diatregased white farmers in the South fad the Fopullist revolt
which threatensd to halt the return to the "Southsrn way of lifese.,"™
Bacial animositises were lald aside when poor farmesrs, white and black
aliks, joilned hands in an attempt to right the injustices. But the
program of Populism rmn aground when the banner of Pree Sllver was
rajised and the racial soclidarity which had been mementarily intsrrupted
was revived with greater intensity. Demagogues such as Ben Tillman
and Tom Watson Taised the hue and ery, Watson had first msat thes Negro
problam couragsously but in the and took refuge in esvary retreat and
subterfuge known to Southern politics, Tillman was able to proudly
boast that South Carolina had dAlsfranchised all the colersd psopls it
could, Loulsiana can be used asg tha model atats in its efforts, largely
successful, to deny the ballot to Negroes., Only from this state,
furthermore, ars rellable figures awvallablas to show what the new con=
stitutions did. A constitutional convention had been called for 1898
but in the last slection before 1t there wers reglistered in the state
130, 344 Negroes, with majorities in over twenty-five parishesas, After
the adoption of the conatitution, in the vote of 1900, there were re-
gistered only 5,320 Nagroes, with colored majorities in none, While
the number of Negro reglstrants raﬂ by 96 percent, white registration
decreased by only thirty thousand. The nadir had come during the
term of President McKinley who consistently failed to make any references
that could be remotely considered as calling attention to the inequali-
tiea exlsting between white and black throughout tha South and occas-
glonally in the North., In the Presidentlal election of 1895, the Negro
was almost completely forgotten, except in the South where the spescter
was brought up agaln to kesp the South solidly Democratioc, Thua, at
the: dooratep of the twentleth century, both major parties had betrayed
thes Negro and decided betwesen them that it was not necessary to apply
the principle of democracy equally to white and black.
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Ne help could be gotten from the Suprgme Court either. FPractically
all the Jelevant decislons emasculated "Refdical®” Reconstruction laws
incorporated intoe the Conatitutien, The Slaughter-House Cases of 1873
did not directly involve the Negroee but the Bupreme Court eften refer-
red back to this case which upheld the Loulsisna State Leglslature,
Fourteenth and fifteenth amendments te the Constitutien had thelir im-
portance decreased by the Supreme Court which eventually passed en
Plessy v. Persuson. This noted 1896 case established the doctrine of
"separate but equal accommodations™ and this verdict was upheld in later
cases involving segregation on public carriers and separate schools,
Msanwhile the "Grandfathesr® clausess, poll taxee, and literacy testa were
uphald in the nation's highesat court. Protection of tha Negre was
quickly being given to the states who in turn simply relegated them
to & second-class citizenship.

¥With Tuskegees as his operative example, Booker T. Washington pro-
claimed the Negro's savior to be industrial education, His theme was
that his race ought now begln to earn firat-class citizenship mather
than press for further immediate concessions. This thesls made him not
#o much A& leader of Negroes as an intermediary,; lnterpreting the races
to each other, and made of him a powerful national politician, perhaps
the most influsntial from the South. As a highly favored man he was
given immense prerogatives over the patronage sysatem and in every fleld
which affected the Negro.

In 1900, the total population of the United States was almost
saventy-sixz million people of which 8,834,000 were Negroes, Approxi-
mately 90 percent of thﬂ Negroes still were residing in the South under
oppressive conditions,l This generatien of 1900 began fer Negroes
with the Tuskegee Idea in the ascendanscy: purchasing peace by denylng
thair sooial and political rights. The Atlanta Compromise almest did
not have time to stop its ringing in the white man's sars whean segre-
gatieon tightensd up and lynchings multiplisd. This was the first af
ths unmistakabls signs of bad falth and general breakdewn «f the compro=
mise in the white community. Negro churches, Negro fratemmities, lng
Negro leagues of all types could not fight the type of war now beaing
waged., The followling pages will trace the crystallization ef npfnnantn
te Washingten, thelr first attempt to changing the Tuskegean philosophy,
and thelr wioctory with the formation of the National Assocciatisn fer
the Advancement of Colored People. Movement was slow at first but fin-
ally snowballed into an irrestible stream, Booker T. Washington was no
longer the central figure, his domlinance wag weakening and wmas finally

broken. Laslie H. Pishel, Jr., author of The Negro In Nothernm Polltics,
1870 - 1900, says of him,

The question as to whether Washington utilized his power
in the best interests of the race is ona that stlll re=-
maine to be answered, but Washington did realize, however
much he lesaned in the direction of cooperation, that the
power of the race could be bast organized by moderation,l5

b |

William E, B, DuBols first approved the Tuskegee philosophy but
slowly repudiated it as he concluded that Washington's remedies were
insufficlent and even harmful, He soon became the ocutspoken leadsr
of the minority who opposed Washington and, in his classic, The Souls




71

of Black rnlg. launched into a protest againat the policles of seeking
AN ACCOmMmO ion with Southerners, The phllosophles 8o preclous to

Washington's heart were Just the assurances that the white establish-
ment in South and North were anxlously seeking. Those whe had never
followed this Wsoft line™ now found themselves listened to more eagerly
gince the lot of the Negro did not improve dsspite thelr attempts. In
1905, DuBois responded to the growlng demands and lssued a call for an
organization of men pledged to action. Some twenty-nine intellectual
and professional men responded who collectively organized the Niagara
Movement. At Harper's Ferry in the following year he =palled out his
objectives naming, among them, full manhood rights which belong to
every American citizen. Though the Movement created a considerable
Btir, its maximum membership was never more than four hundred. It
floundered because of the stlll widespread influence of Booker T. Wasrh=
ington and the personality of DuBols. However, one direct result ef
the Niagara Movement was to oust Washington from the control of the
Afro=American Councll. As early as 1905 the -Council reversed lts posi=
tion and gave up its support of a restricted franchise in faver ef
urging Negroes toward collective action in testing the disfranchisement
lawa in the state and federal courts. DuBols insisted that disfran-
chisement retarded the sconomic development of the Negro because the
voteless could not protect their property rights. This Harvard graduate
became the model of the paradoxes in American Negro thought. Despite
his early bannings in favor of an accommodating viewpoint with the
trappings of racial solidarity and self-help, DuBols expressed better
than had any other the protest tendency in Negro American thought-=the
need to be a firat-class citizen, and respected as an American,

A sequel has beesn written to this wvery vital period in America's
history, vital to black and white. The NAACF was founded in 1909 and
found many of ita leaders from the defunct Niagara Movement, It came
as the natural response to the "need of organized ru:}gt&nnl to the
steady erosion of the citlizenship rights of Negroes,"™ The sequel to
the era of protest exemplified by the NAACP has not been written but the
goal of the Negro remained the complete recognition of his rights., He
has been and is now devoted to the principles of demceracy and equality,
The formula, for him, remains the same: 1t is the responsibility ef
government to insure sach of 1ts citizens the property atmosphers.in

which he can have an opportunity to life, liberty, and the pursuilt of
happlness.

-
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THE NEGRO AS HIS OWN HISTORIOGRAPHER
Submltted by
Rossmary Dirkie Van Antwesrp®

nt u an

The Negro has long been ignored as a factor in the hilstory of
the United States. Hie history, his past, his functioning in the
American movement have been untapped, urmentioned, unheard facets ef
the Saga of Unitad States development.

Howaver the Negro has had an individualistiec, ethnocentric con-
sclousness of himself. Throughout the development of the United
States members of the Afro-American race have struggled to inscribe
the achlavements of thelr people upon the minds and consclousnesa of
thelr race and of others to bring about the end of predjudice and the
recognition of natural achlsvemants,

At firat the NHegro historian wrote sparingly as an untrained
individual. His products and results improved with increassd know-
ladge of technlque and awakened awarenesss,

It is the purpose of this papar to consider the progreses ef the
Negro historian from writer to hlstoriographer.

The relatively untapped state of this fleld of utud: the Negro's
value as & Historlogrmapher may be seen in Earl E. Thorpe's comment

upon the opesning page of HHEEE Historians in the United ?5?1!!
without which this paper would never have taken ite fina oOTmi:
‘Aside from the statements interspersed in Vermont
Loggin's volume antitled ;ng Haigg ﬁu;ggr. a brief
unpublished master's thesls oAsp am, and
a faw articles on indivldual historlians there Hn!
nn analysis of thie historiography in evidence,’

This researcher can collaborate Thorpe for not conesidering the abaence

of an analysls of Negro historicgraphy, the only mentlions of a work

by a Negro hlstorian in any Geneml Anurluln Historleal Bibliography

avallable was one of Thl Heg 58 by Gh.rlul - Hulluy,z
ulde - H ]

ons of :
Hs Eppll A conment on g B [T A8 Am a
[151?-133ﬂ] br George Washington Williams,* and finnllr The 31;:; in
d t A g, s liste two works pertdnsnt to Negro
B nr:. us is paper tries to unite relatively divergent sources

into coherent work on this toplec.
To this end it wlll consider the three main perlods of Negro

#Miss Van Antwerp 1& a member of LUSHA and an honor student in the
Department of History, and is a Sephomore.
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historical writing, and selected representatives of asch pariod in the
light of the definition of Historiography gilven by the Socilal Sclence
Hesearch Council:-

‘Historiogmaphy is used in three senseg:

l) primarily as the intellectual processes
sritical and constructive by which history
is written (in which sense it 1s often
treated as sgquivalent to the synthesis in
historical work):

2) the results of those processes (in which
sangs it i= largely sgquivalsnt to secondary
hiatoerliecal 11turuturu?:

and

3) the study and eriticism of the sources
and development of history (in which

senas 1t 1& largely equiwvalsant to Ehﬂ
history and eritique of hiastery).

The progress of tha Negro as a Hlstorlographsr has adwvanced greatly
in our history, but throughout thles perliod as Earl Thorps saya::

sssthe thinking of ths colered Amsrican has bean
basically American, HNegro thought and behaviour are
to be explained, not in terms of any peculiar charac-
teristice, but in terms of the same condltlons and
forces which have played 80 great a part in moulding
the thought and behaviour of American Whites, Where
they axiat, the differences in responss to theses
conditicons and forces are usually a matter of de-
grae only, The American Negro has constantly realized
that his destiny in this country has at al]l times
colnolded with the destiny of the natien,”

Ihe Beginning School

Until 1860 the great predominance of Negroes in the United States
were slaves and these who wrote until the 1890's were influenced
heavily by this social positien in thalir past.

The attitudes and opinlens of thelr race which the Negroes held
variated between an inferierlty lmage painted for them by the slave
ewnars, and the equalitarian concept arising from Christian bellefs
and modern liberal philescphy. One schelar says of tha Negroes eof
this perlod::

I'he Social philosophiea with which Afro-American
have been identifled have besn dependent to a
large extent on the conceptions which they heald
of thelr mace group. Those who accepted the planter's
pleture of the race ag inferior and childish have
tended toward a conservative fatalism and an eat-
drink-and-be-merry phllosophy. That majority of
Negroes who have accepted the equalitarian 13:!1 hava
dreamed of a bright future for their group. '
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The Negroes who wrote in this pariocd are linked together be-
cause they:-

1) Wrote in the period from about 1830-1890,

2) Were not chlefly historians, but wrotes

history only incidentally.

3) They were not bitter or vindictive in the
works they produced.

4) Theses writers usually produced only ons or

two hlstorical works. Thelr research was
generally only superficial and thelr decumen-
tation was poor. They wrote in an oratorlcal
8tyle and the quality of their works is not good.
5) The Beglnning Historians took thelr arguments
directly or indirectly from the Abolitionists and
were themselves attempting to justify emancipation,

The Historiography of this group was sxtremely poor. In avery
sense of the definition all these writers sxcept ones falled to preduce
acceptable history. The only intellectual processas thay used were
primitive and unoritically swayed by outside influsnces. Ths works
they produced were lacking both in quality and quantity. And fimally
tha only effort ever made toward the study and evaluation of the sources
and development of history was a moralistic appraisal of thes past,

Although this first group was limited in the critical wvalus of
its Historiography, nevertheless, 1ts afforts sstablished the back-
ground for meaningful Negro Historlography and began teo explodes tha
myth held by White Americans that thea Negroes had been happy, willing
slaver, Earl E, Thorpe says of them:

Members of the Beginning School eof Negro Historlans

had faith in a bright future fer their race, Against
frightful odds they believed constantly in tha Chris-
tian Beligion, Declaration of Independence, Constitutien
and ths Amsrican peopls. Though thay lived and wrotes

at a time when the main concern of their race was for
fresdom and the maln weapon an appsal to the nation's
consclence, thay naver lost thelr falth that ultimatasly
democracy would triumph.

It is significant that this first group sat tha pattern
of thought which almost all Negro Historians were to
follew until ng membars of the New School began writing
around 1930,°

George Washington Willlams

The most important Negro historian of ths Beginning School is
Geerge Washington Williams, He was born at Bedford Springe, Pennsyl-
vania in 1849, attended Howard University, and graduated in 1874, from
Newton Theologlcal Seminary.



764

Willlams despite his scholastic training and knowledge of metho-
dology 18 nevertheless classified among these Beginning writers because
of hie meralistic conception of history. Williams believed that the
Negre's position was due to his turning from God when history was an
infant, It is thie type of reasoning which overshadows George Washe
ington Williams' commendable ressarches and prevents him from being
classified the Middle School Bcholars., G, W. Williams is howsver the
one sarly author mentioned earlier who by his critical and constructive
processes sliminates the complete fallure of the group in the fleld
of Historlegraphy.

George Washington Williams sxpresssad his reaszons for studyling and
writing Negro history in his preface to Tha History of the Negro Race
in America,

“eswsbDacause Negroes had been the most vexratieus problam
in North America from the time of ita dlscovery te thas
prasant day; because that in every attempt upen the 1life
of the nation....the Colored people had always displayed
a matchless patriotism and an incomparable herolism in
the cause of Americans; because such a history would
give the warld more correct ideas of the Colerad peopls
and incite the latter to greater effort in the struggle
of cltizenship and manhood, The single reapen that
there was no history of the Negro rﬁu would have been
sufficisnt reason for writing one,

and later he wrotes;

s++00t A8 & blind panesgyrist of my race nor as a
partisan n?nlngllt. but from a love for 'the truth
of histery' I have striven to record tha truth, -
the whnlu truth and nothing but the truth.,...I haves

not striven to Htiﬂ ssctional animositiss of race
pred judiced..e ..

Edwin E, Sparks in The

Ty, published
in 1953 reviawad

‘The only impertant histery eof the Colersd race
written by a colored man, Describess the Negro in
Africa and in the various American colonies with

his share in the War for Indepsndence. Treats ef
slavery extension, anti-slavery erganizatiens, the
Civil War and Beconstructlion peried. In the writer's
viaw hope for the future lles in the sducation of

the Negre and his accumulation of property. The Work
is optimistio, often lacking in nuhuf:n and good

historio treatmsnt and replate with faulty rhut.uriu.
Ite greateat valus to the student lies in certaln

nulpllltlimn eoncerning the negro made from colonial
records.

This ressarcher takes issue with the use of the word "only"'
which precedes, John Hope Franklin's From Slavery te Fresdom and
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There are several similarities batween these first two
schools, They are:
1) Memberas of both document inadequately;
2) Both are,; to a conslderable sxtent,; pro-
pagandists for their race, although the
metivation differs somewhat for each school.
1) Thay ares both sxcessively laudatory of
their race while largely ignoring the darker
side of the Negre's hlstory: both schools
are more interessted in case-proving than in
presanting a talanced story of the develop-
ment of a people, They do not generally apply
the sentiment "Ara Gratia Artis'" to historical
research and writing; and
4) Both write almost exclusively on the topics
relating directly or indirectly to the Negro.'l8

The Historlography of thie Middle Group according to ths defini-
tien of the committes on Historlography of the Social Science Re-
asarch Ceuncil was

1) impreving over the Beginning School in the use eof
eritical and construstive intallectual processss, yet
lacking any great degree of scholastic refinsment ar
proficlency of technlque. The wvalus of the synthesls
which these men applied to thelr historical work was
lowared becauss of the bitterness, bias and faulty
motivation from whioh they brought forth thelr works,

2) The Middle School however did produce more and

better secondary historical literature than the mem-

bers of tha Beginning School. Thelr caresrs as histe-
rians led them to produce more and undsrtake deesper,

more polgnant decumentation and ressarch fer thess works,
3) The Middle historians partially again becauss ef thelr
faulty motivation and to a greater sxtent bscause theay
falled to comprehend historical causation to an sxtent
any greatsr than the Beglnning School knew nothing «f the
histery and critique of History. In studying and oriti-
siring the sources mand development of thelr er any hiatery,
thelr awarensss of the concept and implications of any
histerical causation other than a moral or perhaps an
sconemie one doas not exiast.

The three most impertant negro writers of thla group were W,.E.B.- DuBolis,
Carter Woodsen, and Charles H., Wesleay.

Earl E. Thorpe singles DuBolis and Woodson out as the more promi-
nent saying

~Because they were far mere prolific writers than any
othar oolored historiams fmve ‘besn, becauss ef theilr

zaalous, if sometimes misgulded, devotisn to schelar-
ship and the sclentifiec spirit, and because of the wide
and parmansant influence of their writings and organizatienal
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aptivities, DuBois and Woodson stand far and above all
othar Negro historians, Of the two, Woodson was pre=-
bably more balanced and objective,®

and Mr. Thorpe comments on Wesley,

‘Charles Wesley is here placed with the Middle Group
largely out of respect for hie efforts in Eutting Negre
histery mocepted Aam & respectable rlald.'z

Harvey Wish sayse of the attitude of these three men toward U, B,
Phillip ,

Even Phillipe unfailing urbanity toward individuale

of both races did neot charm the nawly trained prefes-
slonal Nezro hlsterlans llke the rebeslas Dr. Willlam

E. B, DnBole of Atlanta, Dr, Carter G. Weodson ef
Washingten, Dr. Charles H. Weslay of Howard Univers
pity, and many other able and sutapsken ysung acade-
miclans of that race, They looked upon history as an
ingtrumsnt of TAclal salvation ag wall ag a source af
pride in race achlevements, Therefore, they cendemned
Fhillips"® reallsm, his stereotype of the happy-go-
lucky Negro, and his assumption that Negroess had few
cultural contributions to make in elther the New

World #r in Africa, Unlike Burgess, Dunning and Rhodes,
they felt a kean aympathy for the Ranunﬂructinn axpari-
mant in political and soclal equallty.’

W.E.B. DuBols of mixed Negro and French ancestey-was raissd 1in Great
Barringten, Massachusetts, a locale with few Negroes, He went south
to study at Flsk University but rebealled against the ritual of Jim
Crow, Has finally sntersd Harvard and ebtainad all thres degress there.

DuBsis revealsd his historiographloal attitudss throusgh his
writings,

In m’ﬁ: mgmit%ﬂﬂ whan oriticizing the works on Recen-
structien amss F. a8, Jehn W, Burgess, and William H, Dunning,
whem he felt weres surrounded by pest-war gradusts students frem the
south; his bitternsss 18 revealed,

#Thay had been bern and reared in the blttarsst psried

af Seuthsrn mce hatrad, fear, and contempt., Thelir im-
stinotive Teactlons were conflrmed and encouraged in tha
bast of American Universities, Thelr scholarship when

1t regarded black men becames deaf, dumb, and blind., The
clearsst svidence of Negro abllity, work, heonesty, pati-
ence, learning and afficiency became distorted into cunning,
bruts toll, shrewd svasion, cowardice and impitation-a
stupid sffort to transcend nature's law,"<

He added in hie final sectien,

In propaganda against the Negro since smancipation im
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this land we have faced one of the most stupandous
afforts the world ever saw to dlscredlt human belngs:
an affort involving univursigluu. history, sclences,
social 1ife, and religlon,

DuBols spoke of hia motivation for writing of negro hlskery in
the preface to The Negro,

The time has comea for a complete history of the Negre
people. Archaslogical research iln Africa has Just begun,
and many sources of lnformation in Armabian, Portugese,
and other tongues are not fully at our command and, toe,
it must be confessed,* rmeocial predjudice againat darker
peeple is still too strong in so-called civilized centers
for judicial appralsement of the peoples of Africa. Much
intensive monographlc work in hlstory and sclence 1as
needed to clear mooted points and quiet the controversi-
alist who niuitkuu present personal desire for soibbe-
tific proof, '

Of his writing of John Brown, DuBois says he

“‘had considered John Brown from the point of view of the
Negro-American rather than as a fanatic who had inter-
rupted thz normal course of events in American life and
histary, '23

Earlier in the work he had said

‘Even in the absence of speclal material the great broad
truths are clear, and this book is at onoe a record of
and a tribute to the man who of all Americans has pear-
haps come nnnut to touching the real souls ef the
black folka, '

DuBeis considered Jehn Brown as "ene of the best things I have done,®27

In "Black Felk, Then and Now-An Essay in the History and Socle-
logy of the Negro Race,™ DuBols again stated his concept of his moti-
vation and ites influesnce upon his works,

]I do not for a moment doubt that my Negro descent and
narrow group oculture have in many cases predisposed me

to interpret my facts too favorably for my mace; but thare
ia 1ittle danger of migleading hare for the championa ef
white folke are legion, The Negro has long been the shwemn eof
hiatory; the football ef antholeogy; and the slave ef in-
dustry: I am trying to show here why thess attitudes can
no longer be maintained. I realize that the truth of his-
tory lies not in the mouth of partisans btut in the calm
sclence that sete between. Her cause I seek to serve and
whenever I filltzi am At least paying truth the respect ef
sarneat effort.’
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Charles H, Wesley comments on DuBols,

‘nBois found the Negro an average and ordinary American
and a human being faced with pressures created by the
masters of his environment against which he was strug-
Eling in vain, but to him the struggle was worth 1t,

He admitted his pro=-Negro premises and proceeded to
preve them. He was for Negroes in history, as so many
otheras were against em, DuBols knew that a people
must believe in themselves, for, as he sald, no Blﬂpl.
who did not had “written ite name in histery. "E

DuBoias has given illustmation of those characteriastice which hawe
primarily classified him in this Middle Clase himself. These charac-
teristice: bltterneas, motivation, the theory of causality and a
focal interest upon the Negro himself are then seen by Charles Weaslay,
:%Etgzg‘ﬂiddlu 8chool historian, in the light of the Middle School

i [

Carter G, Woodson

Dr. Cartar G. Woodson was born in Virginia in 1875 the sen ef eax-
slaves, He was educated at home and worked in a coal mine in Weat
Virginia for saveral yearas until he could enter high school and the
University of Chlcago and alsoc Berea College in Eentucky. He re-
celved his first two degrees from the University of Chicago and went
on to ebtain his doctorate from Harvard. Harvey Wish says of his
dedication in the fight for racial equality which filled his 1life

“He gave up a deanship at Howard University to devote

the rest ef his 1life (except for teaching at a Washingten
High 8chool) to the promotion of Negro histery by ama-
teurs as well as profeasionals., In 1915 hs sstablished
the Association for the study of Negro Life and Histery,
which introduced Negro History Week. MNoat important he

foundad Ih1HEfﬂ:ﬂ&l..!.!%flﬂqﬂléiﬂfz- with an editorial
board ef scholars and literary contributors drawn from

both racesy Woodson urged historians to search for the
histerical role that negroes had played in fresing them-
selves and ina shaping thelr own deatiny. He helped te
ralse the status of Negro historical studies to a high
professional level. HNot least among his intensive acti-
vitlas sms the sponsorshlip of m spesclal outlst for books
about the Negre, the Associated Publishers,”30

Wish goes on to discuss Woodsea's attitude toward U, B, Phillip'®

author ef the classic on slavery, American Negro Slavery.

'Dr. Woodson emphasized his dislike for Phillipls arican
i . ry by rtviaulng adversely not only r-r

riew but also=this time
in an unsigned ruviuu-fnr is own

: - HI "
While he conceded that the book wase %Ettar %EEE moat
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histories of slavery (at least in the extent of subject
matter), he thought it was primarily an economlc treatise
concerned only with the Negro as property and definltely
biased., He commented upon Phillip's "inability to fathom
the Negro mind' and his tendency to emphasize the kindly
and the contented slave, J1

A review of Fhillip's worke in 1963 in the Journal of Negro
History went back to the same review mentioned by Wish,

‘Carter G. Woodson, former editor of the Journal of Negro History
waa one of the few early critlics of Phllllp's Tirst major
¥riting on slaveary, erican Ne Slave (1918). An un-

signed review in this journal which Dr. Voodson probably

wrote atated that a mejor defect of the hook wag a kfailurs to
understand wh=t the Negroes have. thougsht and felt and done,,,."3%

Woodson'e pervading afforts were always towards the expansion of
recognition and knowledge of Negro achlevements, to this end he wrote
a textbook for the use in upper grades, high school or the general
reader. Thorpe says of 1t

“The Negro in Our History, went through nineteen editions,.
Firast published in 1922, the work was 1n 1ts fourth edi-
tion by 1927. Until hiz death it was constantly revised
and enlargsd to keep 1t up to date, and was unquestienably
the best textbook on the subject until the appearance ig

1948 of John Hope Pranklin's From Slavery to Freedom,

In 1962 a new issue of Ne n tory was published by
Agsoclated Publishers having Einn revised Eﬁﬁ u%ﬁntud by Charlee H,
Wesley. The Journal of Negro Histery reviewed this new editlen
concluding,

ssasChege two Harvard-trained historians complement
sach othar. Woodson is at his beat as a narrator,
enlivening his pages with dramatic spleodes and thumb-
nall sketches of important parsons, whereas Wesley 1ia
witheut peer in interpretatispn, glving the crowded esvents
of recant years a touch of illumination born of reflec-
tion wedded to insight. Alain Lochs speaks of 1t am
belonging "te that class of books that have brought about
a revolution of mind, "™

Woodson falled to present the negative aspscts of the colored in
the United Statea. His bellef was that the Negro must ba re-sducatesd
to an increased appreclation of the race's past. Although he kept
history correct as far as facte are concerned he fallad to be cbjective
in two facets, First he slantsd his discoveriez to reveal not the
whole truth but rathsr a favorable past for the Afro-American people.
Secondly his historical literature 1s fregquently interrupted to draw
moral nunnlullun!5 Woodeon's style i1teself has_besn refarred to As
"not impressive® and "erampsd and ulu#unlg.'3 Howevar for all thesa
defiolancies Carter Woodson towers in the fleld of Neagro Historiography.
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Thorpe says of him,

Woodson's ploneer afforts in studying the history of
the maca contributed tremendously to the coming lnte 37
being of a new area for historical research and study.’

John G, Van Deusen in The Black Man in White arica says "Dr, Weodsor
has probably ﬂﬁﬂﬁ moTre than any sSingle parson %n rescue Negroe histe:rT

from oblivion.

Charles H, Wegsley

Charles H. Wesley is a member of the Middle Group becauss of the
extremely prominent role he has played and is continuing te play in
the development of Negro Historiography and because his philosophy of
history followa closely that of Woodson and DuBois, Wish in refer-
ring to him says,

Among the gifted young Negro hlstorians was the Flesk-
Yale-Harvard sducated Dr., Charles H, Wesley of Howard,
later Presldent of Central State College at Wilbarforce,
Ohio, Like many talented Hegroes, such as those of the
Harlem Renaissance of the 1920's, he jolned Dr. Woodeon
in ealling for greater attention te the role of Africa
in history and A mores intimate interpretation of the
Negre's past, His a { (1937)
unlike so many historles by Negroes, did net focus upen
slavery alones but dealt with the esntire Southern soclety
and argued that the Confederacy lost the wap because
of lunknnsa in morale rather than a shortage of weapons
and man,"

®This volume is & two-Told contribution to histery
desoribing thes mannsr in which history i1s written
(er more preperly net written), and supplying
historical information hltharto unearthed, ssss
Weslay points out that the kind of history gener-
ally taught in the schools can have no “lasting
valus for youth of ecoler, (nor) ersate tha Pro-
methean fire whieh has potivated nations and
peoples to greatness, *

Wesley an intimate co-worker of Woodson's did not belisve in "red®
history®™ but rather worked to bring about a revislon of Amarican Hiw-
tory to recognize the contributions of the Negro,

Wesley himself speaks of his ewverriding belisf in the importanc®
of the Negro in history for all historians




"Here then is the challenge to American scholars, Negro
and White, for the days of race propaganda continue,...
it is imperative that we study again the capaclity eof
races, Historians of Negro people should direct atten-
tion to Africa and the Africans., These African people
should be rescusd Trom oblivion and tLL! bellel in thelr
savagery, barbarism and inferiority."

oRcliuslan

Thorpe says of this period of the Middle School movemsnt,

"In some respects the 1900=1930 periocd was the mest
slgnificant spoch of organizing which tha Negre has
had. KNot only did Woodson launch his successful meve-
ment in this period, but scores of new businesses, news-
papers, churches, schools, and Urban Lsagues and NAACP
attest to this fact, In theses formative years individual
leaders atood out as glants. Thelr efforts and utteranceas
indicats thay sharsed not only the uncertainty but the
heady optimism of thﬁ Frogressive Movement and the

ring Twenties, =42

The New School

Today a new type of Negro historian is predominant, These his-
torians when considered by the standards of the Soclial Bclisnece Hessarch
Counclil are to be respected as proficlent historiographers.

Their eritical and constructive intellectual processes Are more
objective, less bitter, motivated less through a crusading spirit than
A desire for real historical knowledge and their research and documen-
tatien i# far more thorough and scientific. Thus the synthesis in
their histerical work which has resulted is far superior lm qualilty
te that produced bafore.

As & result of the improvemant of their intallesctual precess the
sscondary historical litarature which has arisen from this school is

mere refined, less prolific g:rhlpn. but mere wvaried net exclusively
preocccupied with thailr mmes t rathar sentering inte other flelds ef

histeorical study.

These man have a far better grasp of the social sclences than did
ths membars of the preceeding groups. Their understanding ef causality
in hietory has deepened over thelir predecsssors. As a result their
knowledge of the hlstory and critique of history has become respectables
in this rield of study.

o G " nk

In the school of New Negro Historlans, John Hepe FPranklin is per-
haps the most prominant as a scholar in Negro history. Thorps says

in refarrence to himgs.
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One of the more able young members of the New School

of Negro Historians is John Hope Franklin, Dr. Franklin
is ths author of what 15 probably the best college text-
book on Negro History. 3

¥ish summarires his contributions deeming him,
‘asesd thoughtful, soft-spoken scholar who reflected
the temperateness of the younger generation without
sacrificing the activist Negro.'

and continuing,

“His boek, The Ne n North Ca na (1943) grew
out of his dissertation and won very favorable notlce;
and his Slave Freadom (1947) sagily becama the

best textbook in the fleld beceuse of 1ts balance,
thoroughness, and accuracy., Like Wesley (and some Negro
naveliats as well), he turned to a general pleture of
Ssuthern Seclety in Militae h 0-1861 (1956)
sssssDfs Franklin's appointmen o the atory irman-
ship of Breoklyn College, & large and outatanding elty
eollege in New York ﬂitﬁl was an avant in the history

of mMeclal integration.,’

In 1957 John Hope Pranklin defined Negro Hiatery as cenalsting ef

the overt actions of Negroes and America's treaatment

of Negroes including the impact of fﬂ'ﬂ'll-lﬂd“'l;f# tas af=-
fecting the lives of negroes in countless ways.

Hie attitude toward Afro-American histery iz not one of narrew inter-
pratatien of moralisticly based, but rather open te the consideratien
of numberless influences and facets,

Thae Ke at a he

The NHegre has throughout American History continually improved as
his own Historlographer. The preducta of his efforts have waried in
form and -ocontent btut have Tollowed many similar patterns,

The Hegro Historlographer has generally written a sccisl hiatery.
He has depleoted the sufferings of his race, Throughout his werks a
lack of eptimism and hope can be sesn. His intense lack of self-
confideance 18 a strain apparent in his warks. This man did net fesl
respacted or accepted. When he wrote he was defensive, his worke were
not well rounded and ethnocentricism was the predominant interest.
The Negro historlographer did not search for historical law, he had
falth in the meral law. He did not counsel wvdelence for progress, hls
acceptance of American tradlitien and sodlety, his love of liberty and
democracy foatered his overrifiihg- confidence in the ability ef educa-
tien and science to ralse his people. This man is influenced (er net
influenced) by a limited understanding of causality and a lack of con-
cern for political sclence, He will not compromise hia stands. As for
the historical literatures which he has produced, it has besn almest
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axclusively on Negro History. Loggins says "little of any literary
value has besn produced by the American Negro....whieh is net related
to racial wretchedneés.” However though this man is preocccupled with
his race and slavery, he has produced few definitive studies,

The Histoeriographer of the New School 1s bringing abeut a gradual
elimination of these faulte yat thls school haes far to go also., Hew-
aver this fisld 1s one of great promise and hops. Increased confl-
dence in themselves as historians and a realizatien of the walus ef
thelr past as "history™ mather than propaganda ars the two most
impertant slemsnts for the improvement of Negro Historlans te the
highast level eof Historiography.
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