
College of Humanities and Natural Sciences  
Council of Chairs Meeting – Bobet 202 

September 14, 2015 !  3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

        MINUTES 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Call to Order 
 Dean Maria Calzada called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
  Attended:  Terri Bednarz, John Biguenet, Maria Calzada, Eileen Doll, Sonya Duhe, Erin 
Dupuis, Philip Dynia, Don Hauber, Armin Kargol, Marcus Kondkar, Lynn Koplitz, David Moore, 
Connie Mui, Uriel Quesada, Connie Rodriguez, Rae Taylor, Jeremy Thibodeaux for Ralph Tucci  
 
 Also Present: Leslie Culver, Sara Butler 
  
I.         Approval of Minutes 
           Minutes of August 17, 2015 were approved with two abstentions. 
 
 Dean Calzada then welcomed Jeremy Thibodeaux to the Council of Chairs meeting.  He 
will attend the COC meetings when Dr. Tucci is teaching class. 
 
II. SACSCOC Accreditation – Leslie Culver 
 Leslie Culver, Data Analyst, from Institutional Research reported on the SACSCOC 
reaffirmation timeline.  She said that this year Loyola would be going through the big 10-year 
reaffirmation process.  This forces us to get our ducks in a row and it is always better to fix our 
issues before SACS is involved.  Of particular concerns are student learning outcome assessment, 
systematic planning and assessment, faculty/staff development, and annual report implications.   
 Leslie handed out the accreditation and assessment concerns and implications, and said 
that she can be contacted for any further information (Attachment #1). 
 
III. Announcements – Dean Calzada 
 

• September 18 – Beer and Conversation in the dean’s office at 3:30 p.m. 
• September 24 – LUCS Presentations, 12:30 p.m., Monroe 610 – A light lunch will 

be served and faculty members are encouraged to bring students who are interested 
in collaborative research.  Also, as part of the strategic plan to increase fellowships, 
the college will offer up to $10,000 for the next 5 years in faculty fellowships. We 
will offer the new Carter Fellowships this fall and Bobet Fellowships in spring. 
Distinguished Professors are not eligible for the Carter Fellowship.   

• October 2 – Deadline for posting spring/summer 2016 courses on SIS  
• October 7 – 8 – Monroe Hall re-dedication will feature interactive demonstrations, 

self-guided tours and a guest lecture by Vatican Astronomer Brother Guy 
Consolmagno.   Local high school advisors, benefactors and alumni will be invited. 

• October 15 – Mandatory Title IX Sexual Harassment and ADA Training, 12:30 
p.m., Miller 114.  This will take the place of the College Assembly.  There was a 
motion to make the sexual harassment and ADA training online.  The motion was 
seconded and all were in favor.  The motion passed.  Dean Calzada said that she 
would inform the Office of General Counsel of this motion. 



• September 29 – Associate Dean Uriel Quesada announced the first DSAC meeting 
to be held at 12:30 p.m. in the dean’s office.  He said that he still needed students 
for DSAC from Chemistry, Classical Studies, Environment, Psychology, Sociology 
and Mass Communications. 

 
 Dr. Quesada also announced that the deans office is still working on DPCL’s in the excel 
format.  Chairs should be getting them in the new format in the coming weeks to look over.  The 
long-term goal is to go paperless.  He said that the dean’s office does keep hard copies. 
 Dr. Quesada also announced that the Jacksonville community college roadmaps have 
been finalized.  He handed them out to the chairs and said to let him know if they had any 
questions. 
 Dean Calzada announced that the Chemistry department name change has been approved 
by the UC&CC to Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
 
IV. Course Needs Spring and Summer 
 Common Curriculum – Dr. Quesada said that he is working with Lydia Voight to identify 
the common curriculum needs for spring.  He said that by Wednesday he would have information 
to give the departments on the common curriculum needs for spring. 
 
 Honors – Sara Butler 
 Dr. Sara Butler introduced herself as the new Associate Director of Honors.  She spoke 
about the needs of honors.  She said that they have 85 first year honors students bringing the total 
honors students to 205.  She encouraged the chairs to please remember honors when scheduling 
their courses.  She said that almost half of honors students are music majors, so they need 
different hours.  Dr. Koplitz suggested that we put up a master schedule on the intranet.  Dr. 
Butler also said that she wants to create a proposal to standardize thesis, so that students can do 
their thesis in their major for the honors program. 
 Dr. Butler also announced an honors event, “Praising God’s Creation,” on Monday, 
September 21st at 7:15 p.m. in Nunemaker Auditorium. 
 
V. Disability Services – Richelle Voelker, Student Success Center 
  Richelle Voelker, Director of Disability Services, gave a presentation on the Office of 
Disability Services (ODS).  She stated that there has been a significant increase in students with 
disabilities (SWD), with over 100 + new students this semester.  She said that her office is there 
to work for and help faculty and administrators stay in compliance, and that she serves as a 
liaison between faculty and SWD.  If a professor disagrees with the accommodation, they should 
contact her to work through the issue.  In the interim, the professor must fully provide the 
accommodation listed on the student’s course accommodation record.  Accommodations are 
considered private and are not something that you can discuss around other students.  
Accommodations can be discussed privately with a SWD if the student initiates the discussion. 
Richelle went on to say that a student should only provide disability documentation to the ODS 
and to no other office or faculty member due to confidentiality laws.  Accommodations should 
only be provided after receiving an official course accommodation record from ODS.  No student 
registered with ODS should be asked by a professor to provide any additional documentation for 
class absence.  ODS provides the only confirmation of an approved class absence for a student 
with a disability. 
 The chairs continued the discussion with questions and comments about students being 
able to record classes, students coming at the last minute before tests asking for accommodations, 
counseling issues, and medical notes. 
 Dean Calzada said that she would send out the presentation to the entire faculty. 
 



VI. Advising Workshop – Dr. Quesada 
 Dr. Quesada said that there would be an advising workshop on Friday, October 2 at 3:30 
p.m. in Bobet 332 for all advisors.  This will be a general advising session with information on 
how to find courses for students, how to use SIS, LORA and On Course.  Dr. Quesada strongly 
recommended that everyone attend.   
 
VII. SCCC Humanities Alternate and CPT Chair Representative  
 Dean Calzada said that the SCCC Humanities needs an alternate.  She asked the chairs to 
please check with faculty and the first one who gives a nomination will win.  The SCCC meetings 
are held every other Friday at 2:30 p.m.   
 Dean Calzada also asked for a CPT chair representative.  The first meeting will be on 
September 22 in the window.  Connie Rodriguez offered to be the rep. 
 
VIII. Request From Environment 
 Dean Calzada reported that the Environment program was recommended for investment.  
They are now working on a proposal to send to the Provost on making themselves their own 
department with their own faculty.  They have also requested to be part of Council of Chairs.  
After a discussion, a motion was made to not accept the request of the environment to have a 
place at the Council of Chairs.  The motion was seconded; all were in favor with two abstentions. 
The chairs then suggested that they hear more about the program, and to invite Craig Hood to the 
next Council of Chairs to make a presentation. 
 
IX. Financial Equilibrium 
 Dean Calzada said that there would be a discussion on financial equilibrium at the next 
College Assembly. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
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